My Three Years in America

interests of particular nations, and that the nations of the world
must in some way band themselves together to see that right
prevails as against any sort of selfish aggression; that henceforth
alliance must not be set up .against alliance, understanding
against understanding, but that there must be a common agree-
ment for a common object, and that at the heart of that common "
object must lie the inviolable rights of peoples and mankipd. , . .
" This is undoubtedly the thought of America. This is what
we ourselves will say when there comes a proper occasion to
say it. . . -
" We believe these fundamental things : First, that every
people has a right to choose the sovereignty under which they
shall live. Like other nations, we have ourselves no doubt
once and again offended that principle when for a little while
controlled by selfish passion, as our franker historians have been
honourable enough to admit; but it has become more and more
our rule of life and action. Second, that the small States of the
world have a right to enjoy the same respect for their sovereignty
and for their territorial integrity that great and powerful nations
expect and insist upon. And, third, that the world has a right
to be free from every disturbance of its peace that has its origin
in aggression and disregard of the rights of peoples and
nations.
" So sincerely do we believe in these things that I am sure
that I speak the mind and wish of the people of America when
I say that the United States is willing to become a partner in
any feasible association of nations formed in order to realize
these objects and make them secure against violation* * , .
" But I did not come here, let me repeat, to discuss a pro-
gramme. I came only to avow a creed and give expression to the
confidence I feel that the world is even now upon the eve of a
great consummation, when some common force will be brought
into existence which shall safeguard right as the first and most
fundamental interest of all peoples and all governments, where
coercion shall be summoned, not to the service of political ambi-
tion or selfish hostility, but to the service of a common order,
a common justice, and a common peace* God grant that the
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